
 

 
 

Grain Trade Course 2025-2026

The Grain Trade Course of the Royal Dutch Grain and Feed Trade Association 
(Het Comité) is an intended course for people working in the grain trade, milling 
and compound feed industry, as well as related sectors.

Study load
The course consists of 14 subjects and several excursions 1), divided into 3 
modules. In addition to attend the lessons, you should also allocate a number of 
hours per week for self-study. Past participants have noted that the time 
required for study should not be underestimated. The course is generally 
considered challenging, especially since it is followed alongside regular work.
It is therefore highly recommended to attend all lessons. The explanations 
and background information provided by the lecturers during the lessons 
offer essential insights in addition to the syllabi and presentations. It is also 
advisable to read through the relevant syllabus before each lesson

Exams
At the end of each module, the subjects covered will be examined. The subjects 
and modules vary in difficulty and duration. 
The scheduled exam dates are fixed and cannot be changed. 

Previous education
To successfully complete the course, a minimum of secondary education 
comparable to  'HAVO/MBO-education' and some experience in the grain 
industry are desired or a secondary education comparable to  'MAVO/VMBO' 
education with one to several years of working experience in the grain or a 
related sector.

Excursions1)

During the course, several excursions to companies in the sector will be 
organized. More information about these excursions will be communicated to 
the participants during the course. Attendance at these excursions is also 
mandatory. If the excursions are canceled, there will be no lessons that day.

Location
Lessons take place alternately during the day or evening at two different 
locations; BCN Rotterdam at 25 Barbizonlaan in Capelle aan den IJssel and 
Hofclub, 121 Niels Bohrweg in Utrecht.  

1) Excursions are still tentative. Participants will receive further details in due course. 



  

 

Course content

The Grain Trade Course is structured as follows:

• General introduction to the grain trade
Jan Willem Baas (chairman of Het Comité)

• Feed and food safety
Lecturer: M. van den Heuvel

• Source, trade and policy of cereals and oilseeds
Lecturer: M. van Driel

• Sustainability
Lecturer: E. Esselink

• Product knowledge and processing (human)
Lecturer:

• Animal feed preparation
Lecturer: R. Baakman

• General contract law, documents and arbitration
Lecturer: S. Oude-Alink

• Commercial contracts and arbitration
Lecturer: A.D.N. Hoek

• Factoring/ Control and handling
Lecturer: C. Ranschaert

• Factoring/Logistics
Lecturers: J. Scholten and B. Lensen

• Risk Management (tradinginstruments)
Lecturer: J.E.J. van der Kloof

• Risk Management (payment transactions)
Lecturers: E.J. de Boer en L. van der Vlist

• Risk Management (treasury)
Lecturer: A. Bergacker

• Biological raw materials
Lecturers: K. Kooistra and S. Gawronski

• Assurance and claim handling
Lecturer: W. Romijn

The student is required to take exams in all subjects.

More information
For more information or questions about the Grain Trade Course, please contact the 
secretariat of Het Comité:
Tel.:+31 (0)10- 467 31 88, e-mail: mary.valk@graan.com and/or 
madelon.bastemeijer@graan.com



  

 

Course format

All lessons and exams take place on Wednesdays.

The course is structured as follows:

Module 1
Wednesday 3th September 2025 General introduction

(17.00-20.00 hrs)
Wednesday 10th September 2025 Day (09.00-17.00 hrs)
Wednesday 17th September 2025 Evening (18.00-21.15 hrs)
Wednesday 24th September 2025 Day (09.00-17.00 hrs)
Wednesday 1st October 2025 Day (09.00-17.00 hrs)
Wednesday 8th October 2025 Exams Module I (18.00-21.00 hrs)

Module 2
Wednesday 29th October 2025 Evening (18.00-21.15 hrs)
Wednesday 5th November 2025 Evening (18.00-21.15 hrs)
Wednesday 12th November 2025 Excursion (09.30-17.00 hrs) 
Wednesday 19th November 2025 Evening (18.00-21.15 hrs)
Wednesday 26th November 2025 Evening (18.00-21.15 hrs)
Wednesday 3rd December 2025 Day (09.00-17.00 hrs)
Wednesday 17th December 2025   Exams Module II (18.00-21.00 hrs)

Module 3
Wednesday 7th January 2026 Day (09.00-17.00 hrs)
Wednesday 14th January 2026 Evening (18.00-21.15 hrs)
Wednesday 21st January 2026 Day (09.00 - 17.00 hrs)
Wednesday 28th January 2026 Evening (18.00-21.15 hrs)
Wednesday 4th February 2026 Evening (18.00-21.15 hrs)
Wednesday 11th February 2026 Exams Module III (18.00-21.00 hrs)

Note: The scheduled exam dates are fixed and cannot be changed 

Attendance requirement

Attendance lists will be used during the lessons. Participants must attend at least 80% 
of the lessons per module to be admitted to the exams. In exceptional cases (e.g. 
Illness or family circumstances) exceptions to this rule may be made. If you are unable 
to attend a lesson, you are kindly requested to inform the secretariat in advance. (to 
m.valk@graan.com and/or madelon.bastemeijer@graan.com.



  

 

Participation fee
For members of Het Comité the participation fee is € 2.250,- (excluding VAT) per
person and for non-members, the fee is € 2.800,- (excluding VAT) per person. This 
includes exam fees and syllabi. The syllabi of the three modules will be offered digital 
for sustainability reasons. If you prefer to receive a hard copy of the syllabi, an 
additional charge of € 75,- will apply. After submitting your registration form, you will 
receive an invoice for payment. If your employer is covering the participation, your 
supervisor will be informed of your course results. 

Syllabi
At the start of the course, you will receive the syllabi for Module I via e-mail. The 
remaining syllabi will be sent to you throughout the course year. We aim to send the 
presentations before each class, though sometimes, to ensure that the most up-to-
date information is shared, the presentations may be provided later.

Registration
You can register using the registration form available at www.graan.com.
Please submit this form before 30th May 2025 (registrations are processed in order of 
receipt). We recommend keeping a copy of the registration form for your records.

Cancellation
If you cancel before 15th July 2025, 10% of the participation fee will be charged. If 
you cancel from the 15th July 2025 and before the first lesson, 25% of the 
participation fee will be charged. If you cancel after the course has begun, we will 
charge you the full participation fee.

        


